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Thz5 dedlcatt"on ceremony Z5 sponsored by the 

New York State Flood Control CommZ5SZ0n 

1'n cooperat10n with the Corps 0/ Engzneerf; 

Untied Stales Department 0/ the Army, and 

the New York State Department 0/ Publlc 

Works 
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SENATOR WALTER W. STOKES 

ChairJ11cti1, New York State Flood Control Commission 

Master of Ceremonies 

• 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

• 

INVOCATION 

THE REVEREND THOMAS BRENNAN 

• 

INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUESTS 

• 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE 

• 

COLONEL WENDELL P. TROWER 

Representing the Chief of Engineers, 

United States Department of the Army 

• 

THE HONORABLE B. D. TALLAMY 

PefSonal Representative of the Governor, Secretary of the 

New York State Flood Control Commission and 

Supaintendent of the New York State 

Department of Public Works 

• 

BENEDICTION 

THE REVEREND MAURICE VERDUIN 
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THOMAS E. DEWEY 

GOl'em or 

SENATOR WALTER A. STOKES 

Flood COII/1'oi Commissioll 

BRIG. GEN. C. H. CHORPENING 

[' S Corp, )f ElI.l(i «r 

B. D. TALLAMY 

Flood COIi/rol Commissioll 

HORACE S . EVANS 

Flood Control Commission 
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LT. GEN. LEWIS A. PICK 

Chief of Engilleers 

MAJ . GEN. GEORGE J. J\'OLD 

U. S. Corln of EII ,~ineers 

COL. W. P. TROWER 

U. S. Corps of Ellgineers 
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COL. WRIGHT HIATT 

U. S. Corl}s of Engilleers 

E. HERMAN MAGNUSON 

Flood COlllrol COll2miJJioll 

COL. H. W. SCHULL, JR. 

(f S emf' of Ellgilleerr 

HENRY TENHAGEN 

Public Works Depal'lment 

COL. PHILIP R. GARGES 

U. S C"r/'s of Eligillee1'S 

[7] 

]. B. McMoRRAN 

P"blic Jr/orks DelJtlrllllenl 

FRED S. HOLLOWELL 

Flood COlllrol COlllmiJJioJl 

COL. H. D. VOGEL 

U. S. Corln of Ellgilleers 
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A. R . M UL LIGAN 

P"blic I/'/orks De/Jartmelll 

STANLEY B. H UNT 

U. S. Cor/Js 0/ Engineers 

CHARLES S. WOOLSEY 

Puhlic W' ork < Department 

MAJ . FRANK P. BANE 

U. S. Corps 0/ Engineers 

GERALD M URRAY 

Flood COlllrol Commission 
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E. B. H UGHES 

P"blic JjV orks Department 

R ALPH H. GALLI GER 

U. S. Corps 0/ Engilleers 

JOSE PH P. RONAN 

Public If/orks De/Jat·tment 
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THE LATE COLONEL FRANK H. FORNEY, FORMER BUFFALO 

DISTRICT ENGINEER AND COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE 

19TH ENGINEER COMBAT GROUP - KILLED IN KOREA 

NOVEMBER 29, 1950 
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NEW YORK STATE 

GOVERNOR THOMAS E. D EWEY 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR FRANK C. MOORE 

FLOOD CONTROL COMMISSION 

SENATOR WALTER W. STOKES, 

Chairman 

ASSEMBLYMAN E. HERMAN MAGNUSON, 

Vice-Chairman 

B. D. TALLAMY, Sec1·etat·y 

HORACE S. EVANS, Executive Director 
ASSEMBLYMAN MYRON D. ALBRO 

ASSEMBLYMAN JERRY W. BLACK 

SENATOR PETER J. DALESSANDRO 

SENATOR FRED S. HOLLOWELL 

ASSEMBLYMAN JAMES ]. MCGUINESS 

C. MOSSMAN McLEAN 

SENATOR GEORGE R. METCALF 

LOUIS MITCHELL 

JOHN E. PERRY 

ROBERT W. SLOAN, Counsel 

GERALD MURRAY, Administrative Assistant 

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE EARLE S. WARNER, 

Former Chairman 

CHARLES H. SELLS, Fonner Secretary 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

B. D. TALLAMY, Superintendent 

FRED W. FISCH, Deputy Superintendent 

]. B. McMORRAN, Chief Engineer 

CHARLES S. WOOLSEY, Counsel 
JOSEPH P. RONAN , Executive Assistant 

to the Superintendent 

HENRY TENHAGEN, Deputy Chief Engineer 
V. L. OSTRANDER, Superintendent of 

Operation and Maintenance 

JOHN P. LARSEN, Rochester District Engineer 
A. R. MULLIGAN, FOt"mer R ochester District 

Engineer 
E. B. HUGHES, Director, Bureau of Rights of 

Ways and Claims 

FRED R. LINDSEY, Assistant Superintendent of 
Operation and Maintenance 

ARTHUR]. NICHOLSON, Flood Control 
Field Engineer 

WILLIAM H. KERR, Associate Land and 
Claims Adjuster 

HENRY G. KERCULL , Senior Land 
and Claims Adjuste1· 

GEORGE W. BUCHAN, Senior Land and 
Claims Adjuster 

WILLIAM]. ZABEL, Associate Civil Engineer 

H ARRY L. CLARKE, Associclte Civil Engineer 

E. C. HUDOWALSKI , Associate Electrical 
Engineer 
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CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT 

PERRY B. DURYEA, Commissioner 

ROBERT H. MOSES, Chairman, Council of Parks 

JAMES F. EVANS, Director of Parks 

LEONARD L. HUTTLESTON, Assistant 
Director of Pat'ks 

JOHN C. THOMPSON, Water Power 
and Control Commission 

WOLCOTT J. HUMPHREY, Chairman, Genesee 
State Park Commission 

GORDON W. HARVEY, Genel'al Manager, 
Genesee State Park Commission 

THERON E. BASTIAN, Genesee State Park 
Commission 

JAMES E. NASH, Genesee State Park Commission 

E. WALTER MOSES, Genesee State Pat·k 
Commission 

FRANKLIN W. JUDSON, Genesee State Park 
Commission 

SAMUEL E. DURAND, Genesee State Pat·k 
Commission 

WILLIAM J. BABCOCK, Genesee State Park 
Commission 

DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

WARREN H. GILMAN, Assistant 
Attorney General 

F. C. MAHER, 

Chief Investigator 

DIVISION OF THE BUDGET 

T. NORMAN HURD, Director 
E. M. FURMAN, Deputy Director 

ARTHUR H. WICKS, Temporary President 

ELMER F. QUINN, Minority Leader 

WALTER J. MAHONEY, Chairman, 
Finance Committee 

AUSTIN W. ERWIN 

OSWALD D. HECK, Speaker 

LEE B. MAILLER, Majority Leader 
IRWIN STEINGUT, Minority Leelder 

D. MALLORY STEPHENS, Chelirman, 
Ways and Means Committee 

RAYMOND H. COMBS 

JOHN A. TIESLER, Chief Engineer 

SENATE 

GEORGE T. MANNING 

FRANK E. VAN LARE 

FRED R . S PREEMAN, Secretary, 

Finance Committee 

ASSEMBLY 

[ 14] 

J. EUGENE GODDARD 

A. GOULD HATCH 

ANDREW J. SCHELL 

J OSEPH W. WARD 

H . WELLS PERSON, Secretat}, 
Ways and Means Committee 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL LEWIS A. PICK, 

Chief of Engineers 
MAJOR GENERAL GEORGE J. NOLD, 

Deputy Chief 
BRIGADIER GENERAL C. H. CHORPENING, 

Assistant Chief 
COLONEL WRIGHT HIATT, Assistant Chief 
GEORGE L. BEARD, Chief, Planning and 

Development Division 
COLONEL W. P. TROWER, Great Lakes 

Division Engineer 
COLONEL B. B. TALLEY, Chairman, 

New England-New York Int er-Agency 
Committee 

COLONEL H. L. Fox, General CoOt'dinator, 
New England-N ew York Inter-Agency 
Committee 

COLONEL PHILIP R . GARGES, 

Buffalo District Engineer 
COLONEL CONRAD P. HARDY, 

Pittsburgh District Engineer 
MAJOR FRANK P. BANE , 

Buffalo District Office 
BERNARD R. FULLER, Buffalo District Office 
R ALPH H. GALLINGER, Buffalo District Office 
J. E. HARNS, Buffalo District Office 
STANLEY B. HUNT, Buffalo Dist1'ict Office 
HUGH V. KRAMER, Buffalo District Office 
NICHOLAS LEONE, Buffalo District Office 
J. A. NEILL, Pittsburgh District Office 
RUSSELL O. SCRIBNER, Buffalo District Office 
LOUIS SPECTOR, Buffalo Distl'ict Office 
WILLIAM J. WOLF, Buffalo District Office 

SENATE 

IRVING M. IVES, Norwich HERBERT H. LEHMAN, Purchase 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HAROLD C. OSTERTAG, Attica KENNETH B. KEATING, Rochester 

MT. MORRIS DAM BUILDERS 

ARUNDEL CORPORATION, Baltimore, Maryland 
J. C. MAGUIRE, Los Angeles, California 
L. E. DIXON COMPANY, San Gabriel, 

Califomia 
SHOFNER, GORDON & HINMAN, Los Angeles, 

California 
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HUNKIN-CONKEY CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
C. W. BLACK, Spons01' 
W. V. GREELEY, Project Mcmager 
GEORGE BRALYE, Chief Engineer 
D . J. LEITCH, Office Manager 
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MT. MORRIS DAM BUILDERS - Continued 

FRANK BRYANT, Field Superintendent 

J. L. WIXSON, General Foreman 
LEON FRECKLETON, Mechanical 

Superintendent 

L. E. OSBORNE, Chief Electrician 

L. J. PEARCE, Structural Superintendent 

OSCAR S. BENSON, Easton, Pa. 
JOSEPH B. BOYLE, Rochester 
FRANCIS H. CARROLL, Rochester 
BYRON R. DEWITT, Pavilion 
MAYOR SAMUEL B. DICKER, Rochester 

GORDON A. HOWE, Rocheste1' 
WILLIAM M. LEES, Albany 
CLARENCE MUNZ, Utica 
EDWARD J. NUNAN, Buffalo 
FRANK E. O 'BRIEN, Albany 
RAYMOND O'FARRELL, Albany 

C. W. PLUNKETT, Delmar 

Gus RAYNER, Albany 

G. V. HILL, Aggregate Superintendent 
BERT HARBER, Carpenter Superintendent 
HOLLAND SEYMOUR, Engineer 

WILLIAM LOVELL, Engineer 
EDWARD PARKS, Engineer 
A. W. CRAWFORD, Auditor 

OTHERS 
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JOHN RICE, JR., Easton, Pa. 
HAROLD ROBERTS, Mt. Morris 
DENTON D. ROBINSON, Nunda 
EDWARD SABIN, New York City 
GEORGE S. SCHAEFER, Rochester 

J. K. SCOTT, Rochester 
RAYMOND G. SHORES, Hunt 

MAYOR CRAIG C. SHURTLEFF, Mt. Mon'is 
H. M. VANCLEVE, Syracuse 
EUGENE D. HALLOCK, Albany 
J. FRANK O'MARAH, Albany 
FREDERIC H. STUTZMAN, Albany 
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cIi;v ARGEST AND MOST ELABORATE of all 
flood control projects in New York State, the 
Mount Morris Dam was authorized for con­
struction by Congress in the Federal Flood 
Control Act of 1944. It is located in the High 
Banks section of the beautiful Genesee river 
valley near the northerly end of Letchworth 
State Park, just south of the village of Mount 
Morris and about 40 air miles south of the 
city of Rochester. 

Although designed primarily for protection 
of Rochester, second largest city in Upstate 
New York, the project, by controlling flood 
waters of the Genesee river, will eliminate 
annual river overflows which have caused dev­
astation to thousands of acres of fertile farm 
lands in the lower reaches of the Genesee river 
and Canaseraga creek valleys. Protection also 
will be provided for business establishments 
and extended residential areas in the Genesee 

valley. 
With the Mount Morris Dam in operation, 

there can be no repetition of the extensively 
destructive flood catastrophes of the past. Dur­
ing the crest of a flood in 1865, the discharge 
of the Genesee river reached a rushing torrent 
of 24,000,000 gallons per minute, which is 
three times the volume of water hurtling over 
the American Falls at Niagara. During this 
flood, railroad and highway communications 
in Rochester were just non-existent and busi­
ness and residential areas floundered in a flood 

of eight feet of water. 

Historical floods of record date back to 

1800 and, although the flood of greatest mag-
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nitude was in 1865, there have been twelve 
other floods of destructively major proportions, 
the most recent occurring in 1942. 

Construction of the Mount Morris Dam has 
not been realized without overcoming numerous 
obstacles and hurdles which have confronted, 
not only the Flood Control Commission, but 
the Corps of Engineers, both agencies being 
handicapped, in a large sense, by World War 2 

and the limitation on expenditure of Federal 
funds, and, in a smaller sense, by the usual 
problems that beset prosecution of a project 
of the magnitude of this dam. 

Army Engineers, pursuant to the 1936 Fed­
eral Flood Control Act, conducted a public 
hearing at Rochester September 25, 1936 to 
determine the economic justification and feasi­
bility of providing flood protective measures 
in that region. In July 1941 the Great Lakes 
Division Engineer issued a public notice stating 
that the Great Lakes Division and the Buffalo 
District Office recommended construction of a 
flood control reservoir on the Genesee river 
near Mount Morris, subject to the conditions 
that local interests furnish lands, easements 
and rights of way and maintain and operate the 
project after completion. The War Depart­
ment Board of Engineers for Rivers and 
Harbors on April 6, 1942 issued a public notice 
to the effect that "the Board is not convinced 
of the advisability of the United States under­
taking the improvement recommended by the 
Division Engineer." 

A hearing before the Board of Engineers 
for Rivers and Harbors was arranged by the 

, 

From the digital collections of the New York State Library.



Flood Control Commission and conducted 
June 8, 1942 in Washington, D. C. The Com­
mission was joined by the State Department 
of Public Works, the counties of Livingston 
and Monroe and the city of Rochester. Supreme 
Court Justice Earle S. Warner of Phelps, then 
a State Senator and Chairman of the Commis­
sion, headed the group. Evidence purporting 
to show the economic justification and engi­
neering feasibility of constructing the dam was 
presented to the Board. The Commission also 
requested the Board to give consideration to 
the State contention that local requirements of 
providing lands, easements and rights of way 
and maintaining the project after completion 
shouid not be invoked in the case of the Mount 
Morris Dam unless those requirements were 
made applicable to projects of a similar nature 
in all other States. In May 1944 the Secretary 
of War recommended that Congress authorize 
construction of the project substantially in 
accordance with plans of the Division and 
District Engineers but eliminating the local 
requirements. 

Construction of a dam at Mount Morris is 
not a novel idea. The first study of the ad­
visabi lity of such a structure was made in 1889 
by the State of New York, the purpose of a 
dam at that time being for regulation of supply 

water for the Erie Canal and not for flood 

control. In the first decade of 1900 the Roches­

ter Gas & Electric Corporation made surveys 

and studied a construction program for a dam 

and power plant to be located near Mount 

Morris and in the early 1920's acquired for 

this purpose most of the land now included 

in the reservoir area. The program later was 

abandoned. 

The original Federal flood control plan was 

to construct an earth dam and reservoir with 

sufficient capacity to store a 3-inch run-off from 
the controlled area. Three years of extensive 
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hydrological-geological research by Army Engi­
neers and consultants resulted in selection of 
the exact site and a determination that the dam 
should be a concrete structure providing for 
storage of 5.8 inches of run-off. 

The dam, finally designed to develop full 
storage capacity of the reservoir site, is a con­
crete gravity type structure with a central over­
flow spillway anchored at each end to the walls 
of the gorge by non-overflow abutment sections. 
The spillway is 550 feet long and the two 
abutments 223 and 230 feet , right and left 
respectively, making a total dam surface length 
of 1,003 feet. Interiorly, from the bottom of 
the access shaft in the right bank to the head 
of the curtain wall stairs in the left bank the 
total length is 1,188 feet. 

Height of the dam at spillway crest is 
216 feet and at the abutment sections is 246 
feet. The total height from foundation to top 
of the operations tower on the right abutment 
is 282 feet, making the Mount Morris Dam 
the fourth highest in Eastern United States. 

Below the spillway is a stilling basin 12 feet 
deep and 240 feet long extending the full 
550 feet across the river. This basin has a five­
foot-thick concrete floor and stepped sides, the 
latter assuring that the seamy shale sides of 
the gorge will not be undercut and still per­
mitting the flow over the spillway to be 
kept smooth without dangerous cross currents. 

There are 73 baffle piers and a stepped sill at 

the end of the basin to break up the swift flow 

of the spilling water and to form a hydraulic 

Jump. 
Running through the dam are three gal­

leries. From the bottom gallery grout holes 

were drilled into the rock and grout forced 

under pressure to form a concrete curtain com­

pletely around the upstream side of the dam. 

Drain holes were drilled from the downstream 

side of the gallery to drain water leaking 
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through the curtain or the dam. The center 

gallery contains oil pressure machinery for 
operating the sluice gates in the conduits which 
form the outlet works. The outlet works consist 
of nine hydraulically controlled rectangular 
sluice gates in the center section. The top gal­
lery carries the Mount Morris village water 
supply line, air vents for the sluices and utility 
facilities for the dam and operation tower. 
The tower houses an office, recording gages, 
gasoline and electric stand-by power units, 
transformers and other electrical equipment. 

The dam will impound the run-off from a 

watershed of 1,077 square miles. It will create 
a reservoir which, at full pool (760 feet above 
sea level), will extend to the Lower Portage 
Falls in Letchworth Park. In width the reser­
voir will be confined entirely to the natural 

steep-sided banks of the gorge which vary 
from 150 to 550 feet in depth and from one­
quarter to three-quarter miles in width. At 
maximum pool the reservoir will have a storage 
capacity of 337,000 acre-feet, equal to nearly 
six inches of run-off from the drainage area 
above the dam, and which will provide ample 
protection from storm floods of greater severity 
than any in the river's recorded history. Under 

normal conditions the reservoir will be empty 
to the level of the conduit inverts of the dam 
(Elevation 585.0 feet) to provide temporary 
storage of flood waters in excess of the natural 

capacity of the river channel. Flood waters 

thus stored in the reservoir will be released 

gradually through control of the nine conduit 

outlets of 2,700 cubic feet per second capacity 

each in the base of the spillway section. It will 

require 16 days to empty the reservoir from the 

spillway crest level without flood danger to 

the lower reaches of the valley. 

The prime contract for construction of the 

Mount Morris Dam was awarded January 23 , 

1948 to the Mount Morris D am Builders, an 
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organization comprising five outstanding indi­
vidually incorporated construction contractors: 

Arundel Corporation , Baltimore, Maryland; 
J. c. Maguire of Los Angeles, California; L. E. 
Dixon Company, San Gabriel, California; Shof­
ner, Gordon and Hinman, Los Angeles, and 
Hunkin-Conkey Construction Company, Cleve­
land, Ohio. 

Estimated cost of the structure, all borne 
by the Federal Government, is $24,650,000. 
Lands, easements and rights of way were ac­
quired by the State of New York and conveyed 
to the Federal Government, subject to re­
imbursement. 

The Mount Morris gorge, compnstng the 
reservoir site, and Portage Falls at the head 
thereof in Letchworth Park are natural scenic 
attractions. The existing High Banks road on 
the left side of the river permits views of the 
gorge at many points. The Letchworth Park 
provides picnic and camping facilities which 
undoubtedly will be used more extensively in 
the future than in the past. It is expected that 
patronization of the Letchworth State Park will 

be more highly developed because of the Mount 
Morris Dam. 

Completion of this mammoth project could 
not have been realized except for the splendid 
cooperation between the Corps of Engineers, 
the Department of Public Works, the Flood 
Control Commission, the Genesee State Park 
Commission and other interested agencies. It 
is most fitting and proper that the Flood Con­
trol Commission pay tribute and formally 

acknowledge here the efforts of those indi­

viduals who have been so actively interested 

in the progress of the project. In this group 

are Lieutenant General Raymond A. Wheeler, 

Former Chief of Engineers, United States De­

partment of the Army; Lieutenant General 

Lewis A. Pick, Chief of Engineers; Major Gen­

eral George J. Nold, Deputy Chief of Engi-
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neers; Brigadier General C. H. Chorpening, 
Assistant Chief of Engineers ; Colonel Wright 
Hiatt, Assistant Chief of Engineers; George L. 
Beard, Chief of the Planning and Development 
Division of the Office of the Chief of Engineers; 
Colonel Wendell P. Trower, Great Lakes Divi­
sion Engineer; Colonel Philip R. Garges, 
Buffalo District Engineer ; and the late Colonel 
Frank H . Forney, Colonel Herbert D . Vogel , 
and Colonel H . W. Schull, Jr., Former Buffalo 
District Engineers; Supreme Court Justice Earle 
S. Warner, Former Chairman of the Flood 
Control Commission; Charles H. Sells, Former 
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Superintendent of Public Works and Former 
Secretary of the Flood Control Commission; 
B. D. Tallamy, Superintendent of Public 
Works ; J. B. McMorran, Chief Engineer of 
the Department of Public Works; Henry 
TenHagen, Deputy Chief Engineer of the 
Department of Public Works ; E. B. Hughes, 
Director of the Bureau of Rights of Way and 
Claims, Department of Public Works; J. Frank 
O'Marah, Former Director of this Bureau, and 
Gordon W . Harvey, Chief Engineer and Gen­
eral Manager of the Genesee State Park Com­
mlSSlOn . 
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BEFORE THE DAM - AN ISOLATED GENESEE VALLEY FARM DOWNSTREAM OF MT. MORRIS 
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CENTER LINE OF THE DAM -1948 
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