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Water Folliution ) Qctober, 1840
Summary Bullietin « Conesus lake Studies
by
Herman S, Forest
Pecent studies on Conesus Lake have been reported in a manuscript ¢f about

30 pages in luu.tL. The paper will probably be published in the Proceedingzs of
the Rochester academy of Science as FPaper Mo, 7 of the series on the Flora of the
Cenesee Countyy, Toth hacauas dereble delay muct he oxpacted before pube
lication and because of such a8 journcl to the public is limited;
the manuscrint has b and is available now in its entireLV on
request to Ir, Herwmar gv Uepartment, Stete University College,
Geneseo, lew York 14

phic, geovlogic and limnological
info: andpoint includes a histerical
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documentation of extreuve nresszure

s e ine placed on an environment w
use planning. A few selected conclusicns ares

1. A substantial peortion of the shoreline has been modified by walling and
flllxnﬂ operetiong, A peninsuia of major size (3 zacres) has been created
ntirely by filling, and at least one complete hormecgite created elsevhere.

2. The ewergent plant community ("swamp®™ type) is threatened vwith extinction,
since a land fill hasz been approved fo
studies had been COﬁriefeﬁ in T
the area is of "ex

hisa subgsccuent to the writing, applications have been filed by four
ad jacent owners to § he only other swampy area bordering the lake,

t. 1 have filed an opposition to the applicaticns
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3. An analysis of almost 200 coliform counts supported the conclusion that
the proposed beach at Send Foint and adjacent to the Lake Qutlet would
probably not meet State lHealth Department Stendards., A contributor of
moderate pollution is a stream adjacent to the area, while a small stream

discharging only .2 mile away alrmost always had counts of more than cne
hundred thousand in a standard 100 ml. portion, but the socurce of the
bacteria is unknown. An inguiry is being directed to the State Health

Department Regional Cffice at Hormell as to whether stream standards are

being violated.

4, The only effluent of & treatment plant to enter the lake is that of
Livonia, which enters through Wilkins Crecek. The coliferm level remained
low most of the time in this effluent.

5. The two chief sources of phosphorus entering the Lake are Conesus Inle
strean and Wilkins Creek. A sampling of all principal streams around “he
inlet indicated that the phosphorus source was the natural marsh adjacent
to the lake, through which the primncipal iniet stream flows. There was no
evidence of a major contribution from farm runoff.

€. The phesphorus contribution from the effluent of the Livonia plant and
Jilkins Creek was very high in ¢ n a3l 0, (
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about 1.3 ppwm. &s P) in the cre
of the creek is probably less

the case of the phosphorus con
the phesgphorus remains in the 1a}
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e, as bottom sediment or as organic
f the repori, it was foun

material. uuosaquen” to the completion o T urnd that
the phesnhate contribution of Wilkins Creek apparently creates a faneshaped
area of enormous plant fertility in the vicinity of its mouth.
Concluding Hote:
This study was provocative of further work hecause it may supply concrete
8! critical 2sti e lization of water such as lake
i i iderable phosvhate, and which
es of phozphate increases the
é plants {“"weeds") enormously.



