
More Information 

Flooding:  www.health.ny.gov/environmental/emergency/
flood/docs/flooding_info.pdf 

Information on What to Do After a Flood: 
www.health.ny.gov/environmental/emergency/flood/
flood_advice.htm 
 
When there’s a flood what you need to know to pro-
tect your Health and Safety: www.health.ny.gov/
environmental/emergency/flood/docs/
when_theres_a_flood.pdf 
 
Flood Waters pose Health Risks:  www.health.ny.gov/
environmental/emergency/flood/docs/flood_risks.pdf 
 
Residential Oil Spills and Flooding  - What Homeown-
ers need to know - www.health.ny.gov/environmental/
indoors/air/docs/oil_spill_flood.pdf 
 
Flood Recovery – Restoring Water Wells - 
www.health.ny.gov/environmental/water/drinking/flooding/
docs/private_wells.pdf 
 
Flood Recovery – Sampling Private Wells - 
www.health.ny.gov/environmental/water/drinking/flooding/
private_well_sampling.htm 
 
Health Checklist for Repairing Your Flooded Home - 
www.health.ny.gov/environmental/indoors/air/docs/
flood_checklist.pdf 
 
Flooding Fatal Injury Facts - www.health.ny.gov/
environmental/investigations/face/facts/flooding.htm 
 
Repairing Your Flooded Home –www.redcross.org/
www.files/Documents/pdf/Preparedness/
file_cont333_lang0_150.pdf 

Livingston County 
Office of Emergency Management 

 
3360 Gypsy Lane, Mt. Morris, NY  14510 

 

Phone:  585-243-7160 

Fax:  585-243-7162 

FLOODING 

Q U I C K  R E F E R E N C E  G U I D E  

D R I N K I N G  W A T E R  

      F O O D  

     H O U S E H O L D  C L E A N U P  

W H A T  T O  D O  B E F O R E ,   

D U R I N G  A N D  A F T E R  A  

 F L O O D .  

Garbage 

 Store in watertight, ro-

dent/insect-proof con-

tainers with tight-fitting 

covers. 
 

 Use plastic liners. 
 

 Pile in a convenient  

       location — not near   

       your well. 

 Wash hands with soap and 

water that has been boiled 

or disinfected and cooled. 
 

 Do not flush toilets  

       attached to a septic tank       

 that is covered with  

 floodwaters. 

Mold growth can become a 

problem if wet materials are 

not thoroughly dried or dis-

carded quickly. Mold can be 

a trigger for people with al-

lergies or asthma.   
 

For information, visit 

www.health.ny.gov/environmental/indoors/air/docs/

Mold 

Hygiene 

  

  

  



This  brochure highlights important health  and 

safety  concerns  to address before,  dur ing ,  and 

af ter  major  f looding .   I t  i s  not  intended to  cover  

every  type of  f looding  s i tuat ion.   More detai led  

guidance is  avai lable  f rom the resources  l i s ted  

on the back and in Don’t  be  Left  in the  Dark 

at  wwwwww.heal th.ny.gov/

publ ications/7064.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call  

Your local Health 

Department 

                   585-243-7270 

 

or 

 

The New York State  

   Department of Health 

                800-458-1158 

 

 

 

 

During The Dangers of Flooding 
  Moving f lood waters  

  Pooling f lood waters  

  Contaminated water  and food     

supply 

After 

Before 

Drinking  Water  
  Assume al l  water  sources  are unsafe unt i l  

approved by your  local  health  department .    

  Use bott led  water cert i f ied  for  sa le  in New 

York,  or  water  from a state  cert i f ied  tanker.  

  If  your  well  has been covered  over  with 

f loodwaters ,  i t  should be d is infected .    

  Follow local  of f ic ia ls ’  water  usage 

restr ict ions  to conserve water .  

  If  you must use water of  unknown qual i ty,  i t  

should be d is infected .  (See d is infect ion 

d irect ions  on p.  15  of  Don’t  Be Lef t  in the 

Dark www.health .ny.gov/

publ icat ions/7064 .pdf) .  

 

Food 
  Discard  food without  a  waterproof container  

i f  there is  any chance that  i t  has  come into 

contact  with f loodwaters .  

  Commercial ly  canned food:  

  Remove labels  thoroughly.  

  Wash cans .  

  Disinfect  with solut ion of 1 /4  cup of  

unscented  household  bleach per  one 

gal lon of  water and air  dry .  

  Re-labe l  cans ,  including  expirat ion 

date.  

  Discard  food containers  with screw -

caps ,  snap l ids ,  and home canned foods  

i f  they have come in contact  with 

f loodwaters .    

  Listen for  evacuat ion orders .  

  Do not  dr ive around barr icades .  

  Turn around if  you come to  a  f looded road,  

whether dr iving  or  walking .  

  If  your  car  s ta l ls  in rapid ly  r is ing  water ,  

abandon i t  immediately  and cl imb to  higher 

ground .  

  Move important  papers,  e lectronics ,  and 

eas i ly  moveable appliances  to  upper  

f loors .   Place tools  and cleaning  supplies  

in a  safe  locat ion.   

  If  the basement  f loods before you have a  

chance to  shut  off  the electr ici ty ,  do not 

enter  the basement .   Contact  the power  

company as  soon as  poss ible .  

I f  you have to  leave :  

  Turn off  a l l  e lectr ical  app liances .  

  Turn off  e lectr ici ty  at  the main fuse or 

circuit  breaker ,  unless  there is  a  sump 

pump. 

  Turn off  water  at  the main valve.  

  Turn off  propane gas  by shutt ing  of f  the 

service valve on top of  propane tank.  

  Leave natural  gas  on unless  local  of f ic ia ls  

advise  otherwise,  but  shut of f  a l l  gas  

burning  appliances  (e .g . ,  stove,  water  

heater) .  

  Drain the plumbing i f  i t  is  l ikely  the 

temperature in your house wil l  go below 

freez ing .   Include  

  Turning  on highest  and lowest  hot  

and cold  water  taps,  

  Flushing  toi let s  and removing  water  

f rom lower  bowl,  

  Leaving  al l  taps  open unt i l  you 

return.  

 


